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Congratulations to all the members of the Sophia Goldenagers' Club as you
celebrate the 10t anniversary of your founding. During those ten years I have
been impressed by the way your numbers have expanded and your activities
have increased, true to your motto of "Let's be active - act when you can, do
what you can."

You are to be commended for the many good things you have accomplished for
Sophia and especially for the Sophia students from overseas, offering generous
scholarships and various other forms of assistance.

I was privileged to be involved with your group in a small way from the very
beginning of its existence, serving as judge in the first few Japanese language
speech contests for students from overseas, and I continue to be involved as
judge for the students' haiku contest.

It has been a pleasure to see how the group has grown and developed over these
past ten years.

During my years as delegate of the Superior General of the Society of Jesus to
the World Union of Jesuit Alumni/ae (2010-2014), I was privileged to travel to
various countries and observe the activities of alumni associations of Jesuit
schools and universities around the world. I haven't seen any organization as
dedicated to the advancement of their Alma Mater and its students as the
Sophia Sansankai. Keep up the good work as you move on to even greater
accomplishments!

William Currie, S.d.
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“Sophia Sansankai and Me”

By Elisabeth Rada Desideria Ito (IH Seiler)

In September 2018, I started my Ph.D. at Sophia University. My dream was always to
study in Japan, but I was not lucky at the beginning of my studies. With no scholarship,
no job and no accommodation, I started my study life at Sophia University. But then
everything slowly changed for the better especially in 2019. I found a job at the
university, accommodation, and received small scholarships.

In August 2019, I then received the Sophia University Kinshuku Encouragement
Award as one of six proud award winners. At the award ceremony, I had made a small
speech about my country of origin, Germany, and had a very nice conversation with the
members of Sophia Sansankai and the other award winners. This day is still very
strong in my mind, because at the Sansankai are very many interesting personalities.
From that time on, I had contacts here and there with the Sansankai. People told me
that they always had an ear for me and wanted to help me, which I found very nice.
Then, right in 2020 the covid-19 pandemic started, so for months no people were
allowed to enter Sophia University. However, since I was doing research in the
scientific field, I had to rely on laboratory experiments. I was desperate and contacted
the Sansankai to see if they could help me. They were very nice and contacted other
professors to see if anything could be done for me. In the end, all they could do was
wait for the university to open again. But I have to say that I was extremely happy that
someone listened to my problems and stood up for me.

In the same year, with much gratitude, I again became the proud recipient of the
Kinshuku Award. I am still very impressed with all that the Sansankai organizes
(Haiku, Speech Contest, etc.). They have been with me until the end of my studies and
some people even participated in my Ph.D. defence. I would like to thank everyone
from Sansankai, of course for the financial support, but even more for the mental
support. I wish to keep in touch with you in the future. Much &

PAFEAIRAY G T, Bl AR L2 L., 2021
SR B2 MRG, BIESRAZOMERELTHOTVET,
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I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the kinshuku-sansankai for its
assistance and generous financial support, as well as for the trust that this donation
conveys towards my academic career, which I am deeply thankful for. I am very much
confident in the fact that this offer will help me conduct my studies in an environment
free of financial uncertainties, something which I valued a lot in my first semester, as I
strongly believe that it has greatly contributed to my mindset and enable me to obtain
good grades despite the important workload. Therefore, I also trust that using this
donation for my living expenses and will enable me this year all the same to focus
solely on the completion of my studies and maintain my grades to a satisfactory level.

Awa Joel, BAV—2JLME, HIBRBUSEAFZER], HUBRBRIE 2, LA IR

Online studies this semester due to Covid-19 have been challenging yet interesting and
taught provoking. The pandemic has destabilized me financially as I cannot do my
usual part time job following calls for everyone to maintain social distancing. I
therefore see this scholarship award at this time as a blessing as it is going to help me
get a good laptop for my studies. I am indeed indebted to your honorable Association
for assisting especially those in difficulties to be able to achieve their dream academic
goals...

Pangilinan Lorenzo Llorente, Z4YEALHIE, 70— )L « 2¥F—XW5EEL Zu—3)1
EEB MRS

...writing this letter to express my deepest gratitude for your kind organization in
choosing me as one of this year’ recipients of the SOPHIA UNIVERSITY KINSHUKU
ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD...This Encouragement Award empowers me to
overcome my present circumstances and fight for the accomplishment of my Master’s
degree which, in turn, would qualify me to apply for my country’s Foreign Service
Exam...

Adu Isaac Kwaku, #—F ., HERBIGEMIZERE, HIBRERIE 2, LRI

...My heart is filled with joy, happiness and appreciative of the fact that I was chosen
as a recipient of your scholarship...I am in the material and life science laboratory with
great emphasis in medicinal product synthesis, and research in multi-disciplinary
fields such as nanoscience, pharmacognosy and chemistry...By awarding the Kinshuku
scholarship you have lightened my financial burden which will allow me some time to
focus more on the most important aspect of school learning and research work...

Torres Juan Sebastian, AT, HIBRBREZAIZER] HUBRBRE AR, P ERiiDRRE
BHBIRZRPODTZBROBNT T, FEAE, KDELDZLITF YL VL., <05 5
O HRIZENL, BERODDPEENERDTENTEXET . XD THLHL LIFET,
Muchas Gracias de Corazon[LahHHVDHES |

Cut Naomi Noor Azmi, AV RRI T, 70—V « ZAZF 14— AR a—r )L 8, 1
[ilipiE o

This letter I am writing is to express my sincere gratitude for the generous financial
support towards my higher education. I am very grateful and honored to have been
selected as one of the Kinshuku Encouragement Award 2021 Scholarship recipients. I
cannot thank you enough for this act of kindness and generosity, and I hope to make
great use of the scholarship.
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Okonkwo Obinna Wilson Chizoba, F4AY =7, HiERBEEEAHFZERE, HBRBIE 229, 1t
HifOIER

I am honored in a special way to be a recipient of the 2021 Sophia university kinshuku
encouragement award of 50,000yen. Words alone cannot express my joy and happiness
for this award. My parents back home are also thankful for this award. I am very
grateful, and I want to use this opportunity to say a big thank you to Kinshuku-
sansankai for finding me worthy of this great award.

Sagastegui Paulina, A3, 70— YL« 27 F—AWGER 0— VAL, EERTTRRRS

I am planning to use the money from the Scholarship to pay my rent since that is one
of my heaviest payments. I want to express my gratitude for the aid you are providing.
All the help that we receive as students is well taken and extremely helpful. I hope you
are able to continue financing students in the future since it is one of the best feelings
to be able to receive such financial aid to survive during our stay in Japan.

Zhou Wanyi, W, Z7'0—r3)L « 27 F 40— XGRS a—r OV pE 2 LRI

As for my recent situation, since I am taking 4 courses this semester both online and
face-to-face courses together with the preparation for graduation project and job-
hunting, it is an extraordinarily busy semester for me, leaving barely no time for me to
have a part-time job to support my daily expenses. With the help of this scholarship, I
can allocate more of my time and effort on my study and research instead of taking
part-time jobs to support my daily expenses.

Oh Minyoung, ., ¢35k #F
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Mesa Luis Felipe, 7 A7, 70— )L « 277 4—Z R 0—r )L k2280 i e
The pandemic has also made it so that my part time job decreased as we started
teaching online, which also means that my income decreased. I am really grateful to
the Kinshuku Sansankai because I can use this scholarship to pay for my last semester
and be able to graduate.
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